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Abstract:

Some of the most important impacts of global climate change will be felt among the populations,
predominantly in developing countries, referred to as “subsistence” or “smallholder” farmers. Their
vulnerability to climate change comes both from being predominantly located in the tropics, and from
various socioeconomic, demographic, and policy trends limiting their capacity to adapt to change. However,
these impacts will be difficult to model or predict because of (i) the lack of standardised definitions of these
sorts of farming system, and therefore of standard data above the national level, (ii) intrinsic characteristics
of these systems, particularly their complexity, their location-specificity, and their integration of agricultural
and nonagricultural livelihood strategies, and (iii) their vulnerability to a range of climate-related and other
stressors. Some recent work relevant to these farming systems is reviewed, a conceptual framework for
understanding the diverse forms of impacts in an integrated manner is proposed, and future research needs
are identified. 
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Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Food/Water Security

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity

Geographic Feature:  
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resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Tropical

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status, Workers

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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